


Vision Statement

The Harvard Public Schools community, a leader in
educational excellence, guides each student to realize
his or her highest potential by balancing academic
achievement with personal well -being In the pursuit
of individual dreams. The students engage in learning
how to access and apply knowledge, think critically and
creatively, and communicate effectively. They continue
to develop the confidence and abillity to collaborate,
contribute, and adapt in an everchanging world.




MCAS

Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System

Provides scores on individual students to show
their progress in learning

Provides a measure of basic acheivement for high
school graduation.

Measures performance of schools and districts,
called Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

Relationship between MCAS, PARCC, and
Common Core



Save the Dates

English Language Mathematics Science
Arts

Grade 3 March 29, 30,31 May 12,13 n/a
Grade 4 April 4,5, 6 May 16,17 n/a

Grade 5 April 7, 8 May 18,19 May 10, 11

Make-Up  April 1,11, 12 May 23, 24 May 23, 24
Dates




Types of Questions on MCAS
Multiple Choice

Select the best answer out of 4 choices

Open Response

Create a written response to show
understanding of the question

Short Answer
Generate a brief response or short statement



MCAS 2.0

ELA: One PARCClike Session
Timed (60 minutes)

Multiple choice and open response
to a Passage

Math: PARCGCIlike questions
Included within 2 normal sessions.



MCAS

What if my child receives
special education services or Is
on a 504 plan?



MCAS

When do parents get results of the
MCAS?

What do those results mean?
To my child
To the school
To the district
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MCAS History and Range
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Relation to School and State

Your child's achievement compared to school, district, and state achievement in grade 4
This saction shaws your child's achievement in aach subject. [t also shaws the

percentage of students at each achisvement level in your child's schioal,
district, and the state. The check [+ indicates your child's achievement level. Percentages are nat shown if fewer than 10 students fook the test

English Language Arts

Achievement Level m—“
— I




Detalls
about
iIndividual

guestions
and
strands

Your child's scores in the reporting categories measured by each test
This secticin shows the number and percentage of possibles points 2amed by your child in each reparting categany. For comparison, you will alsa find the
percentage of possible points eamed by shudents who performed at the low end of the Proficesr level amoss the state. This information can give you a
qgeneral impression of your child's relative strengths and weaknesses,

Reparting Poinits Earned Percent of Possible Points
English Language Arts Category Code | by Your Child Esmed by Your Child

Language LA 9 0%

Reading 7 i 1%

Compansition Topc Developmen T b

Compasition Standand English Convenmions oc 5%

Reparting Percent of Passible Points

Mathematics Category Code Earned by Your Child

Diperatiore and Algebraic Trinking Ok 50%

Mumkeer and Opserations in Base Ten MT 100%

Mumier nd Opeefations-Fracions MF 0%

Mezsurement and Data MO 45%

Geomeny GE 100%

How your child did on individual test questions
This section shows how your child did on each test question. In the bottom row (Your Child's Saore) for each subject, you will find whether your
child gave the correct answer on multiple-choice questions and the number of points eamed by your child on other typas of questions. Reparting
Category codes are given in the table above. Released test questions are available at www. doa mass eduimeasitestitemns. itmil.
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Student Growth Percentile (SG
#1 1 BPAOAO UI OO AEEI A6O - #! G
will all students in the state who received similar
MCAS scores In prior years.

Scores range from-B9.
A score of 4060 is considered average progress

Growth percentiles are not provided for Grade 3
students since they do not have data from a prior year.



Reading
Sample
(Grade 4

[

YOU ROCK!

by Elizabeth L. Ward

You're high up in the air, facing a rock cliff.
One chalky hand grips a piece of the cliff; the
other slips into a crack. You wear climbing
shoes and brace both feet against the surface.

Too busy to look down at the ground, you

call, “Slack!™

Your partner feeds you more rope and calls back,

“Climb on!”

*Climbing!” you shout, and pull yourself up
the final few inches to the top. Now it’s time to
look down and enjoy the goose bumps. You're a

rock jock.

An indoor rock jock, that is. You've just

climbed a wall of mock rocks at an indoor
climbing gym. It's one of many where kids
like you hang on and hang out after school
and on weekends. Brenna, 11 years old, first
climbed at Prairie Walls Climbing Gym in
Rochester, Minnesota, when she was 10.
“I have gained lots of courage and self-
confidence through this sport,” she says.
Andrew, 10, also climbs at Prairie Walls.
He started climbing when he was 8, and
likes it because “I get to have some time
with my dad and friends.”

BOULDERING
Bouldering, or
ropeless climbing,
is done close to the
ground, always within
15 feet. It’s all about
you and the rock,
and overcoming a
challenging route.
Bouldering makes you
strong and gives you
confidence.




/ ELA Multiple Choice

What does paragraph 4 mostly show about climbing?

You need to practice before using the rock wall.
You can be nervous and excited at the same time.

You need to watch and listen for danger at all times.

29 0w

You should always have a partner when on the wall.



ELA PARCdike Questions



